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Thank you very much Madam Speaker for this opportunity that you have afforded me. 
Frankly it is common knowledge that I stand here this afternoon before this great audience, 
by virtue of the nodding my head to you Madam Speaker, the chairperson of Greater 
Letaba Municipality council. Madam speaker, and at the same time as protocol dictates, 
may I also acknowledge the presense of the following important pe ople: 

-Traditional leaders, 

-The Chief Whip of the majority party, African National Congress in our municipality 
and the council, Cllr Mampeule PJ, 

-Members of the Executive Committee, 

-Chaipersons of Portfolio Committees, 

-Respected fellow Councillors, 

-Municipal Manager, Directors and Officials, 

-Sector Departments, 


-Members of the business fraternity, 

-Religious and Spiritual Leaders, 

-Youth formations, 

-Media houses present today, 

-Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests, friends and fell 
afternoon. 


ow 


compatriots, good 
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Madam Speaker, it would be indeed be a grave mistake not to acknowledge this 
community, whose presence this afternoon warms our hearts. 

The budget we are presenting here today Madam speaker, is our desire as the ruling 
party to inspire hope in our community and to instil faith in their own democracy 
and people Centred Local Government. 

This of course will be presented in a manner that is easy to understand with much great 
emphasis. Madam Speaker before I go into the business of the day, grant me the 
opportunity to congratulate all South Africas, as we celebrate Africa month, reminding us 
that as South africans we are first of all Africans. This democracy we enjoy today, didn’t 

come easily, but as a result of hardwork and serious sacrifices by those who came before 
us. 


Madam Speaker, as we move this municipality forward, we should take into account our 
previous disadvantages, but I wish us not to dwell much in the past. Instead to work harder 
together in achieving the dreams we want to see in our lifetime. “ Be the change vou want 
— — as Mahatma Gandhi once wrote. Honourable Councillors, our people have 

declared; their trust in the National, Provincial and Local Government for the rolling party, 
and since then they have pinned their unwavering hope and faith in us. 

And I can declare with confidence that so far, we have done our level best not to 
disappoint them. Although we believe that we are not yet on the pinnacle of our political 
goal. I can also reiterate that with confidence that Greater Lataba Municiaplity is much 
better than it was before 1994. 

In presenting this budget Madam Speaker, let me point out that this address is within the 
context of the African National Congress January statement that set the tone for the policy 
directive to be taken in the same year of action. 
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And. It IS furthermore informed by the National Developemnt Plan which is the 

Government’s master pain of fighting the triple challenges of poverty, unemployment and 
inequality. 

Esteemed ladies and gentlemen, this 2017/18 budget is not a face, it is an 
implementation tool of our Intergrated Development Plan, among the many platforms 

that we can use as a municipality to communicate our vision to all the affected 
stakeholders. 

My vision is to raise the bar through performance and some of what the vision entails can 
be summarised as follows; There are specific plans to reform our Local Economic 
Development so that it yields more benefis to our local SMME’s and at the same time 
attract investments to our municipal periphery. 

Another aspect of the vision, focuses on transforming sports with a specific objective to 
committing and increasing the municipal sports facilities to our sportsmen and women so 
that at the end, there is improvement on the quality of life of our communities. 

The other most critical aspect relates to accelerating sevice delivery to our communities 
with emphasis made to challenging our municipal officials to become more and more 
efficient and effective in their performance and to be conscious the speed with which such 
services are being delivered is of great importance. 

Therefore the manner in which services are being deiivered matter the most. It is no 
longer, a matter of just service delivery but it should be an excellent service. In this 
regards, our officials without exceptions didn’t need to advance reason or justification why 
they should not go an extra mile in the call of duty to serve our communities putting people 

first as embedded in the “ Batho Pele Principles which are observed and upheld in all the 
spheres of government”. 
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he fourth aspect of the vision is to deal with institutional transformation and growth. As it 
is common knowledge that improved service delivery requires organisational 
re-alignment if intended results are to be achieved. We must take note of the fact that 
change has no constituency, what is required is to adapt and adjust. 

Therefore, the recasting of our performance measurements and management systems and 
municipal structures is inevitable. Through this initiatives we can at least hope that our 

officials do not only deliver optimal services to our communities, but are urged to 
deliver excellent services. 

Despite our limited resources, we should make strides that we deliver services to our 
communities. We, however cannot be ignorant of the fact that in every noble effort of 
bringing good, there are always accompanying challenges and hurdles that we have to 
overcome. The achievements we intend to elaborate on have been through a collective 
effort from all of us and we expect the same Collective efforts going forward. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great joy that we are able to present our achievements and 
planned projects for 2017/2018 financial year. Despite negative and adverse socio- 
economic factors, our municipality remains financially viable. 

However, we still encourage our communities to pay for municipal services consumed in 
order to ensure that the municipality can maintain and improve on the current service 
delivery levels. Our budget for 2017/18 financial year is as follows; 

Operational Budget: 

Operational Revenue - R298 672 000.00 
Operational Expenditure - R218 201 000.00 
Surplus for the year - R 80 470 508.00 
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Budget for Capital Assets: 

- Contribution by own income - R 80 470 508.00 

- Contribution by grants (MIG) - R 61 162 000.00 

1 . Mayor’s office has budget of R 2 270 000.00 | 

2. Budget and Treasury offices budget is R 116 000.00 

3. Human Resource budget is R 50 000.00 

4. Information Technology budget is R 2 465 000.00 

5. Property services budget is R 2 310 000.00 

6. Planning and Development budget is R 5 800 000.00 

7. Liabraries and Archieves budget is R 4 000 000.00 

8. Community halls and fascilities budget is R 5 850 000.00 

9. Community and Social services /cemetries budget is R 400 000.00 

10. Disaster Management budget is R 300 000.00 

11. Street lighting- added budget of R 2400 000.00 

12. Sports and recreation budget is R 13 563 003.00 

13. Waste management budget is R 3800 000.00 

14. Storm water budget is R 2 606 505.00 

15. Roads budget is R 25 380 000.00 

16. Road transportA/ehicle licensing and testing budget is R 480 000.00 

17. Electricity/electricity Distribustion has a total of R 8 980 000.00 


In conclusion, Madam Speaker, let me indicate that the state of the municipal budget will 
not have value, if we are unable to share our vision with our communities as the intended 
beneficiaries.lt is our legislative imperative that we put communities first and value their 
contributions as key stakeholders, hence our slogan “Maatia go setshaba”. 
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We are duty -bound to maintaion social distance with our communities. We need to 
re-connect with all our communities and be in a position to can share our dreams. I want to 
take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to my family for the unconditional 
support, guidance and love received since I was bestowed with the resposibility to lead this 
municipality which is the coleface of service delivery . I also want to thank the rolling party, 
for the guidance and entrusting me to lead this municipality. With these efforts and plans 
we are further giving meaning to the mandate of municipalities, which is to serve the 
people unconditionaly. 

Lets continue to give power to the people of Greater Letaba Municipality as per our Motto. 

"I thank you very much once again" 

.Wvf 

CHrMatome Peter Matlou 

(Mayor of Greater Letaba Municipality) 
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